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Thank you for choosing me to photograph your wedding!  Every 
wedding and every couple is unique, so to be your photographer 

it’s more than just showing up with a camera, it’s about being 
a small part of your lives and finding out what is important and 

special to you two.. 
That way we can capture your story.

I’m so excited to be able to put together this guide which will 
provide some inspiration and helpful tips to make it a day to 

enjoy and remember.

What I want more than anything, is for this day to be easy, so you 
can relax, slip into the dress of your dreams, marry the one you 

love and celebrate it in a big way.

Then when you look back at these photographs, they will take 
you back to that joyous moment in your lives and you can feel 

that loveliness all over again.
It’s such a priveledge to be part of of what will be the best day of 

your lives, to date!

Helping you plan your day is part of what we do.
I look forward to being on the journey with you.

Wendy

Thank You!

www.luminariephotography.com
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PREPARATION
No two weddings are the same, so planning yours will be the very first time something 
like this has ever happened! It’s a big event. Probably the biggest you’ll ever plan in your 
life and you will likely have absolutely no qualifications to prepare you for the role! So we 
are here to help you with the planning process, advising on preparations for the day and 
ensuring things will run as smoothly as possible. Unexpected things will happen, but 
with a plan, nothing will seem like a challenge.  Preparation is the key to having a stress-
free day. There is going to be enough to think about on your day, and they should involve 
laughter, joy and the odd glass of champers, not details, logistics and supplies!
BEST TIP: Have lists, delegate and have time built-in for the unexpected.

LISTS
Who doesn’t love to tick things off a list? It gives you a great sense of achievement and it 
just makes you feel good to have a task done. We love lists too! So you will find a Wedding 
Details form and Run Sheet sample to fill in and help us take care of the photo details.

DELEGATE
Don’t feel like you two need to do everything on your own. Those closest around you will 
want to help.  You’d be surprised how family and friends love to contribute to your happy 
day. And of course, we are here to help in anyway possible, too. So don’t be shy to ask for 
help and share some of the load.  It’s a collaboration and to share the fruits of your labour 
is so much more fun!

TIME
Time is something our couples always say they wished they had more of on their day. 
Your wedding day will go very quickly, so make the most of your time by letting us worry 
about the timing of events and ensuring you don’t feel rushed. By having a time schedule 
with a buffer around key events, you can casually glide from one part of your day to the 
next. If something unexpected happens, it will give you flexibility. Allowing more time to 
live in the moment and enjoy every precious time together and with your guests.

IDEA SHARING
It’s true, a picture tells a thousand words. A Pinterest board is a great way for you to 
show me what you love and envisaged for the day. Please pin anything to do with your 
wedding to the board – photo ideas, colours, themes, décor, flowers, make up, hair styles, 
dresses, accessories and posing.

INSPIRED
I hope this guide inspires you to plan, create and experience the wedding of your dreams. 
The topics are all based on generalisations, and included as a guide. Your wedding is 
unique and I look forward to finding out more about it in the coming months.

CONTACT
After our initial meeting, we’ll likely meet again at your Beloved session and one more 
time about one month before your wedding day to finalise your details. But during this 
time, don’t be shy and keep in touch with us.

We are always here for you and can be reached by email or phone. Contact us anytime.

Preparation & Planning
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Camera Shy?

There’s no need to worry about how you are going to look in your photos if you can remember 
to follow a few tips here. We aren’t going to make you awkwardly stand on a rock for 20 
minutes with a four light set up and a wind machine! But we will guide you two into natural 
positions and your wedding photography will become relaxed, fun and enjoyable. 

1 Slow Down & Breath
Most important. Three deep, slow breaths will
relax your body, soften your face and calm
your nerves. Everything else will be ok.

2 Trust me
To guide you and create natural scenarios where
you forget all about this posing business.

3 Then forget about me
You will feel aware for a few moments, but then 
it’ll feel like just you two and I’ll blend into your 
space.

4 Shoulders & Posture
These will be only two things that I will remind 
you about. So relax your shoulders and your neck
elongates, hold in your core and everything
pulls in and up.

5 Practice
And I don’t mean selfie-face or blue-steel! Check 
out your moves in the mirror, with each other.

6 The Kiss
Can make or break a photo. Just a light touch of
your lips, also remember their cheek, temple or
shoulder. Keep it slow and enjoy it.

7 Feel good
Look at each other and really see the one you 
love.  They are there for you, today and from this 
day on. Let those good vibes envelop you.

8 Have fun
There will be plenty of hilarious & funny moments 
throughout your day, so going with the flow will 
be half the fun of it.

8 Beloved Session

TIP
If you really want to 

nail the posing, book 
a Beloved Session and 
you’ll feel pro’s on your 

wedding day!  
See page 38
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Your Wedding Details

TIPS & GUIDELINES
Ensure your guests are aware that there will be a professional photographer at your wedding - we want lots of smiles, 
but also natural interactions. I know your guests will want to take their own ‘candid’ photographs, which is great, but 
just when I am ‘posing’ people for a photograph, in particular group photos, your guests should refrain from taking 
photos during this time. People looking in different directions will ruin a beautiful family photo every time!
Please restrict the use of flash photography - their flash will interfere with the light I’ve metered for your photo.
Photo requests from your guests are welcomed & encouraged!  We want you to have as many beautiful memories as 
possible of your special day.

Please complete this form (digital version available)

Bride’s Parents Names
Groom’s Parents Names
Other Family Members

Matron/Maid of Honour
Bridesmaids
Best Man
Groomsmen
Flowergirls/Page Boys
Go-To-Person Phone

LOCATION
Bride Preparation Address
Groom Preparation Address
Ceremony Location & Address
Reception Venue & Address
Photo Location
Inclement Weather Alternate Location

WEDDING VENDORS’ DETAILS (website and/or social media)
Event Co-ordinator Ph
Celebrant/Minister
MC
Entertainment/Band
First Dance Song
Florist
Hairstylist
Make Up Artist
Wedding Rings
Wedding Dress (Retailer & Brand)
Shoes, Hairpiece, Veil, Jewellery
Bridesmaids’ Dresses
Gifts for Bridesmaids
Groom’s Suit
Groomsmen’s Suits
Gifts for Groomsmen
Ties, Cufflinks, Shoes
Wedding Cake
Wedding Stylist/Décor items
Videographer
Wedding Car
Bomboniere/Wedding Favours
Others
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TIME-KEEPER

Like any good event, for it to run smoothly, 
your wedding requires a timeline with 

details, so those involved know “who, what, 
where and when”. We’ll go over the details 
in the weeks leading up to your wedding 

and finalise a Run Sheet for us to work 
with. So on the day of your wedding, you 

don’t need to worry about the little details 
and you can just enjoy what you’ve spent 

months planning.   
We become your time-keepers for the day!

TIP: List all the events of the day starting 
with your ceremony & reception start times 

first. Everything else is planned around 
those two key events.  And remember to 

build in a buffer of 5 to 10 minutes, in case 
of unexpected delays.

Run Sheet

We’ll provide a sample Run 
Sheet to help you prepare your 
own with the events of your day. 

Include times (from/to), the event, 
where (venue and address), special 
details and who it involves.  Please 

send your Run Sheet to us no 
later than two weeks prior to 

your wedding day.
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When I arrive, I will photograph the details while you finalise your 
make up & hair. Choose to get dressed near the biggest window in 
the biggest room and ensure that area is clear of clutter, like bags, 
shoe boxes and anything you don’t want in the background of your 
photos. If the room is a bedroom, make sure the bed is made.

Allocate a bridesmaid or best friend to gather anything you would 
like photographed and set them aside in another room or a corner.

A must-have photograph for your wedding album is the ‘dress’ 
shot, so bring a nice hanger for your dress (wooden/custom). I will 
photograph your dress hanging up, usually in a big window or 
doorway.

Unless you want photos of you without make-up, plan to have your 
hair & make up ready at the time I’m due to arrive. Also, if possible, 
have them set up away from the window where we will doing your 
getting ready photos, so they we don’t need to wait for them to 
pack up before we start photographing you.

We’ll do a robe shot if you have them, then ensure your 
bridesmaids and the mother-of-the-bride are in their dresses 
before they help you get dressed. That way they’ll look gorgeous 
when they’re helping you get dressed and you will all be ready for 
some photos straight after.

Let me know if you would like me to photograph you in your 
lingerie before or whilst slipping into your dress, or just the final 
doing up the back part. We can create a couple of boudoir-style 
shots, just for the groom’s eyes! We’ll capture the beautiful details 
like buttons, lace and embellishments.

Half an hour before you need to leave, I’ll ask you for 30 minutes of 
your time alone for some lovely bridal portraits. These are always 
the most beautiful bridal photos.

And all your things you’ll need for the day, including bride’s 
emergency kit, overnight bag and don’t forget your bouquet!

ALWAYS ALLOW 
YOURSELF A LOT MORE 
TIME THAN YOU THINK 
YOU NEED AND PLAN 

TO BE FULLY DRESSED 
(WITH VEIL, SHOES 

AND JEWELLERY ON) 
AT LEAST HALF AN 

HOUR BEFORE YOU’RE 
DUE TO LEAVE. THAT 
WAY WE HAVE TIME 

FOR SOME BEAUTIFUL 
BRIDAL PORTRAITS

Bride’s Preparation

2 HOURS BEFORE 
THE CEREMONY

DETAILS

WEDDING DRESS

HAIR & MAKE UP

GIRLS ARE READY

SLIPPING INTO YOUR 
GOWN

BRIDAL PORTRAITS

COLLECT YOUR
THOUGHTS

DECLUTTER • DETAILS • LIGHT • TIME • BREATHE

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆
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WEDDING DRESS ON HANGER
SHOES
VEIL / HAIR ACCESSORIES
LINGERIE / GARTER
CARD/LETTER FROM THE GROOM
JEWELLERY / CLUTCH
PERFUME
BOUQUET
SENTIMENTAL ITEMS
WEDDING INVITATION

Sparkle
You’ve probably been wearing 
it for a while now, so have your 
engagement ring cleaned so it 
sparkles on your wedding day!
I am going to photograph it 
on and off your hand, so let’s 

make it look brilliant!
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SUIT / TIE / SHIRT
BUTTONHOLE/BUTTONIERE
BELT / SHOES / SOCKS
CUFFLINKS / WATCH
CARD/LETTER FROM THE BRIDE
SENTIMENTAL ITEMS

Where two photographers are booked, the 2nd shooter 
will photograph the groom’s party.  If the bride & groom 
are getting ready at the same location/hotel or only one 
photographer is booked I will photograph the groom’s side 
first and then go to the bride. The groom generally gets 
photographed one hour before the groom’s party departs for 
the ceremony.

Same as the bridal details, just ensure your suit, shirt, tie, shoes,
cufflinks, buttoniere and the wedding bands are all gathered 
in one spot, on a table or in a box.

Choose to get ready near the biggest window in the room 
and ensure that area is clear of clutter, like bags, shoe boxes 
and anything you don’t want in the background of your 
photos. If the room is a bedroom, make sure the bed is made.

If you are planning to leave very early for the ceremony (to set 
up) or there is only one photographer, we can do a mock up 
of you getting ready.

Ensure the boys are in their suits before they help you. That 
way they’ll look good in the photos and when you’re done, you 
will all be ready for some photos.  Then you can have a toast 
and quick nip of a special blend.

Plan to be ready to leave 15 minutes before your car arrives. 
There are always mad scenes of panic as you are about to 
leave, so have everyone allocated to bring certain things, that 
way, one person (like the groom) doesn’t have to carry the all 
the blame! And don’t forget the rings!

Groom’s Preparation

TIME

DETAILS

FINDING THE LIGHT

FOR REAL OR
MOCK UP

THE BOYS

COLLECT YOUR 
THOUGHTS

DETAILS • LIGHT • ORGANISE • CHILL

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆
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The First Look

The first time you see each other on your wedding day is so special.   So doing it privately is 
a relatively new tradition that is becoming more desired. The First Look happens after you’ve 
gotten ready in the morning.  We position you so the groom watches his bride walk out towards 
him.  We can do this at your getting ready location, an outdoor area or at the ceremony location 
before your guests arrive.  The photos are geniune, beautiful and full of emotion.  It’s just so 
special to be able to see the one you love in this moment, before the whirlwind of the rest of 
the day begins. You can opt to have some portraits taken shortly afterwards.  Great for couples 
who don’t want to spend hours away from their guests after their ceremony doing bridal 
portraits.  And you can enjoy celebratory atmosphere of just tying the knot and having that flow 
directly into your reception, whilst sharing cocktails & canapes with them. 

You can really feel the difference when your guests experience the moment you two 
exchange your marriage vows and become husband and wife.  Really listening and watching 
everything unfold without distractions, laughing and sharing the odd tear together in this 
once-in-a-lifetime moment is very special.  You can include a card in your invitations, wording 
in the Order of Service or ask your celebrant/minister to make a quick mention of it at the 
beginning of your ceremony.  If your wedding vows are important or you simply don’t want 
ugly photos with rectangular screens in the background (and sometimes the foreground!) 
then asking your guests to experience this moment with you is an enriching experience.

Seeing something panoramically with your eyes is better than viewing it on a 4” screen.

Unplugged Ceremony
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Post-Ceremony Photos

Just as important as beautiful portraits of the couple are family portraits  Formal photos 
require a little bit of order and the best time to do these is usually straight after the 
ceremony when everyone is still around and in one spot. Usually the ‘big group’ photo is 
first followed by the family photos.
Try to keep Family Formals to immediate family members, as we’ll have time for photos of 
other family and friends during the reception.
Choose a location in front the church, a pretty spot near the ceremony area or a short walk 
to an area with a nice backdrop. Don’t make it too far as moving a hundred people takes a 
while. For weddings up to 120 people factor in one hour for post-wedding congratulations, 
the big group photo and Family Formals, and longer, if the wedding larger.

PLENTY OF NOTICE
Leading up to your wedding, please inform 
family members who are needed for Family 
Formals (twice is usually best!) to be aware 
that there will be photos straight after the 
ceremony as we will be waiting for them 
and can’t proceed if anyone is missing! If the 
celebrant/minister can announce it at the 
end of the ceremony, that’s handy too.

PREPARE A LIST
Have a list of the names of those required for
Family Formals and appoint a person with 
good people skills and a big voice to gather 
people together. It’s an enormous help 
and things will run much quicker this way, 
allowing you more time for your location 
photos and back plenty of time to enjoy your 
reception!

• Group Shot
• Parents

• Siblings & families
• Aunts, Uncles & families

• Cousins & families
• Closest relatives
• Grandparents
• Bridal Party
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Location Photos

Your favourite photos are going to be your locations photos of you two in your magical location 
in your all your finery. It’s the enduring image of ‘us’ on our wedding day. Sometimes your 
venues will have lovely photo spots but other times an off-site location is more spectacular.  
So generally after the family photos at your ceremony we’ll scoot you off to our pre-arranged 
location for your photos. You can opt to bring your bridal party along or just make it you two.
If you have an off-site location in mind, ensure it’s on the way to the reception or only requires 
a small detour. You definitely don’t want to be sitting in traffic on your wedding day.  We can 
offer suggestions. 

TIME
If possible, the best light to take photos is one to two hours before sunset. In summer, the 
ideal time is around 7pm. But of course, the reception has started by then, so we’ll do some 
photos before the reception and then we can sneak you out as a meal is served for about 15 
minutes, to capture a few sunset photos.  Autumn/Winter is a little more convenient where we 
can fit in photos near sunset around 4pm to 6pm.

INCLEMENT WEATHER
We should have an alternative location in mind, if the day looks like it might be raining. There 
are always pavillions, big trees or old buildings around. If it’s just drizzly we can bring umbrellas 
and use them as props and just fold them away when we are taking the photos.  Wet weather 
is not the end of the world!
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• Sandals or flats to walk in
• Make up for touch up

• Baby wipes
• Veil & Bouquet

• Refreshments & water
• Pretty umbrella (for sun and rain)

• Smiles

TIPS
• Don’t carry anything in your pockets, like 

mobile phones, keys & bits of folded paper.
• Have a handy carry bag with all these 

things and we can mind it while we take 
your photos.

What to Bring
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The reception venue and decor sets the scene for the night that is about to unfold.
We know you’ve put a lot of effort into choosing, styling and planning out this part of your day, 
so capturing all the little details will add to richness of your photos.

YOUR EVENT COORDINATOR : Having the reception planned out beforehand is super 
important so have a good line of communication with your event coordinator as to what you 
like to happen and when. Some may provide a sample timeline which you can customise to 
your requirements.  

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT : If you are DIYing some of the table settings and decor, you may 
want to have a practice set-up with those involved, take photos of the finished pieces and 
settings so they aren’t calling you in the middle of your location photos wondering what to do 
with one thousand metres of fairy lights!

KEEP IT MOVING : Plan your evening to flow with food, drinks and activities.  This will ensure 
your guests are lively and excited all night.  During the pre-reception cocktail hour, while your 
guests are mingling and your freshening up after your location shoot, it is the perfect time for 
us to capture the room set up and details before your guests go in.  

Reception Details

Much like the ceremony, there will be a list of things you’d like to include at your reception.  
Some may be commonplace, but others might be a little more unusual, so please let us know 
before the day if you have some interesting things planned.

Some key moments may include:

- Guests mingling at cocktail hour
- Bridal Party Entrance
- Guests photos
- Blessing
- Speeches
- Toasts
- Traditional Dancing
- CulturalTraditions
- Cake Cutting
- First Dance

- Father-Daughter Dance
- Mother-Son Dance
- Slideshows/Videos
- Table Photos & Toasts with Guests
- Wedding Games
- Bouquet & Garter Toss
- Performances (dancing or singing)
- Farewell Circle
- Bride & Groom Exit/Farewell Arch
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This is when the party goes off!  It’s time to relax, dance and celebrate!  For the First Dance, the 
lights are usually dimmed by the venue, so please let us know what sort of arrangement has 
been made so we can set up lighting prior. Also if there is going to be pyrotechnics or smoke 
machines, as we’ll need to accommodate for that too!  We will capture as much of the dance-
floor action as you like. Also, if you are planning a special send off like sparklers or farewell arch, 
please let us know so we can be in the right place to capture these. as well as advise on the 
best set up.  These last photos are just as important as the first.

NIGHT PORTRAITS
There is something very romantic about night portraits.  Having portraits after the sun goes 
down is a great option to incorporate your venue’s ambient outdoor lighting.  You’ll only be 
away from your party for 10-15 minutes, tops, and I guarantee you’ll love the results!  I’ll just ask 
you sometime during the night after the formalities.

Evening Photos
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MORE THAN AN ENGAGEMENT SESSION

Beloved sessions are a great excuse to put aside the stressful parts of planning a 
wedding and just be yourselves, play, laugh, share and embrace the one you love.

Forget about the camera for a minute and focus on genuine emotion.  
Think back to the time when you first saw each other, when you first held hands and 
that first fluttery kiss.

This is a time to forget about everything and everyone else and feel things with your 
heart.  

It’s important to know about you two, so when you look back at the photos, you can say 
‘that’s us’.  I’ve usually met you at a Wedding Consultation, so I’ve found out a little more 
about you two, but if you really want to experience a BELOVED session, then I send out 
a little questionnaire to each of you to help you really connect to each other before the 
session.  Genuine emotions in photos can only come from genuine emotions in real life.

A Beloved Session is also a great opportunity get comfortable in front of the camera,  be 
with each other and learn about natural posing (especially before your wedding day) 
and end up with some beautiful photos for your home and to share.

WHEN
It depends on when your wedding is, but usually 2-3 months before is ideal.  That way 
if you would like to order a print to display at your reception, we have time.  We usually 
meet up to start the shoot around a couple of hours before sunset - magic hour.

HOW LONG
It’s about 2 hours long.  I have found that this plenty of time to get you in the zone.

WHERE
Anywhere!  I can definitely help you here as I’ve been to many beautiful spots around 
Sydney and beyond.  Just let me know the ‘look’ that you’re after - beachy, bushy, urban, 
harbour or a mixture. I know a spot for it!

WEAR
I suggest wearing something that you would like to wear to impress your partner.  
Something you’d wear to a smart casual lunch.  You can choose one or two outfits (one 
casual, one dressier).  It’s entirely up to you to reflect your style.
A long flowy dress always looks beautiful, lighter colours near the face, shoes that you 
can walk in and the guys are usually pretty safe in a button up long-sleeve shirt and dark 
pants or beige chinos.  Avoid t-shirts, although casual, they can look a little too casual for 
special photos.

Beloved Session

38 39
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Wherever 
your heart takes 

you
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After your wedding, the perfect way to keep the amazing high going is to create your wedding
album while the memories are still fresh in you mind. You’ll be able to choose the photos you’d like 
in it, the cover material, name embossing and the box. It’s very personalised and you get to create an 
album that will be uniquely yours.

Your album can be designed to coordinate with your theme or colours. We can start the
process as soon as you are back from your honeymoon at the Preview. 
It’s a very simple process and the end result will be worth the effort!  Prevent your beautiful photos 
from being stuck on a USB, all sad and lonely in some dark drawer!

A Parent Album is a mini replica of your main wedding album and makes for a 
beautiful Thank You present to the most special people in your lives.

Wedding Albums

WALL ART

Wall Prints & Gift Prints

Nothing is more beautiful than to see your photos as full sized artwork displayed around your home.  
I create a range of wall hangings to suit every style including photographic prints, canvas prints and 
acrylic prints.   Frames can be customised to suit your colour & decor.
Come home to beauty and love.
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Q: Do we meet up before our wedding?
Yes, I always recommend a pre-wedding chat about two to four weeks before your wedding 
to finalise details of your Run Sheet and to confirm details so everything is in place for smooth 
running day.  We can meet at the studio or one of the venues (ceremony or reception). You can 
also give me your Family Photos list.

Q: What if some of the details have changed?
No dramas, I fully understand that some details and times may change in the planning of your 
wedding, so please let me know as soon as possible so I can factor this in and adjust anything it 
relates to. Tell me anything, with your wedding info, more is better than less. 

Q: When do we receive our photos?
Your photos are ready to view at your Preview in the studio within 4 weeks of your wedding, 
usually sooner.

Q: What is a Preview?
When your photos are processed, I prepare them for Preview, so you can check them out for the 
very first time.  Seeing your photos in person, let’s me gauge the photos you love and the parts 
of the day that are important for you to have in your Wedding Album.  We also make the album 
cover and box selections from swatches.

Q. How long is a Preview?
Allow two hours to view your photos, discuss photos to go into your wedding album and to 
make selections.  Light refreshments are provided to keep you focused.

Q: What happens after the Preview?
The USB of photos is yours to take home straightaway. You can share and print from these 
digital copies.  An online draft of your wedding album will be emailed to you within two weeks 
for you to review and comment on.  Once the album layout and design has been approved, the 
order is placed and your album is ready within six weeks after final edits have been made to 
the approved design.  Gift prints or wall prints can be ordered at anytime and are usually ready 
within four weeks.  All products are to be collected from the studio.

Q: Do you make an online Gallery too?
Yes.  We know all your guests will be super keen to look at your wedding photos too and you 
may not have the time to share them.  So I create a private Online Gallery with about 200 
photos from the day.  Access is password protected, so you have control over who can view 
them.  The Gallery is ready about 2 weeks after your Preview and we’ll send you the password.  It 
is live online for 30 days.

If you have any other questions, I’m here to help, so please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Frequently Asked Questions

www.luminariephotography.com
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Wedding Photography by

“And so, with laughter and love, 

we lived happily ever after.”

Gail Carson Levine


